Specific considerations for cost-effectiveness studies in AIDS.
HIV disease is an epidemic with unique features that make it a challenging topic for pharmacoeconomic analysis. Unlike many other illnesses, the lengthy course of HIV disease, its relatively high incidence among young and productive individuals, and management of drug toxicities have an enormous impact on total costs. Methodologic difficulties discussed include strategies for handling the effect of having a few high-cost cases and for summarizing effectiveness. The advantages and disadvantages of different measures of effectiveness, such as health status, quality of life, and utility in the setting of HIV disease, as well as the scaling of measures and approaches to handling death, are also addressed.